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Goals  

This plan seeks to build a more environmentally friendly diocese 

through the lessons promoted in “Laudato Si’” and Catholic social 

teachings. By using our unique Catholic voice through advocacy, 

education, and spiritual practice this plan strives to inspire 

parishioners to incorporate values that promote care for 

creation.  

Advocacy 

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Stockton is the only branch 

under Catholic Charities USA with an Environmental Justice 

Program. Since 2005, the Environmental Justice Program has 

worked with legislatures, environmentalists, and parishioners to 

advocate for Environmental Justice in multiple underserved 

communities. By obtaining grants for projects, this program 

outreaches to hundreds of people each year that suffer from 

environmental hazards while living on the frontlines of 

environmental degradation.  

Education 

By working with educators and environmental professionals, our 

diocese has instituted several lessons inspired by “Laudato Si’” at 

local Catholic schools. All of which align with California state 

teaching standards. These lessons meet several learning goals 

from the following required curriculums: 

History-Social science Framework 

1. Grade 2 “People Who Make a Difference” 

2. Grade 11 “United States History and Geography: Continuity 

and Change in Modern United States History” 

3. Grade 12 “Principles of American Democracy” 

Next generation Science Standards  

1. Grade 6 “Earth Science Course” 

2. Grade 7 “Life Science Course” 

3. Grades 9-12 “Life Science” 

The educational portion of our Laudato Si’ Action Plan also 

includes an annual presentation/assembly at Catholic schools on 

“Laudato Si’” from Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Stockton’s 

Environmental Justice Program and other people of faith that are 

heavily involved with environmental advocacy.  



Parish 

In collaboration with faith directors across the diocese, this plan 

intends to integrate core lessons from “Laudato Si’” into the 

catechesis of local parishes. This is done through implementing 

lesson plans based on the history of environmentalism within the 

Catholic church during catechism classes at parishes across the 

Diocese of Stockton. This effort is accompanied by a family 

devotional plan for parishioners interested in implementing eco-

friendly values into their daily lives.     

Audit Committee 

The Diocese of Stockton’s Environmental Audit Committee consists 

of a group of auditors appointed by our Bishop. The mission of the 

auditors is to reach out to institutions that maintain buildings 

throughout the Diocese of Stockton and conduct an 

“environmental audit.” Each committee member is an active 

environmentalist with a history of working towards sustainability 

efforts. This group conducts their audits through on-site visits 

and/or virtual meetings/phone calls. When conducting an audit, 

the committee determines how environmentally friendly each 

building is by addressing the following:  

1. Total energy dependence 

2. Waste management  

3. Resource consumption 

These audits strive to reduce the carbon footprint of each building 

with a goal of creating a net-zero carbon emitting structure. Our 

audit committee works with each institution to qualify for funding 

that can help them reach these goals (ex. Solar panels, 

construction updates, etc.).  

 

 


